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It is the mandate of COPCO to:

* Provide representation to importers,

distributors, converters, manufacturers, and

retailers of compostable plastics;

Promote the recognition of compostable

plastics; and

« Grow the market for compostable plastics in
South Africa.

COPCO is a registred PRO.

COPCO promotes composting as an EPR solution.










COMPOSTABLE PACKAGING AND EPR

CAREFUL REPLACEMENT

Replacing plastics with compostable plastics
« COMPOSTING as the end-of-life pathway for compostable packaging
o No micro-plastics
o Non-toxic
* Mixed compostable polymers can be composted together.

Environmentally sound management through EPR
« Specific material stream through composting
* Removing organic waste from landfills
 Clear labelling to reduce contamination of recycling and compost streams




LABELLING COMPOSTABLE PACKAGING

INTERNATIONAL
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COMPOSTABLE

Compostable

OANS 11262013

PLA / PBAT
Compostable

Use of internationally acceptable
polymer identification marking.

Must conform to claims made
on compostability ISO 17088,
EN13432, ASTM D6400, ASTM
D686

PROBLEMATIC

NON-CERTIFIED CLAIMS OF
COMPOSABILITY

Vague or non-specific claims
Plastic-free

Eco-friendly, earth-friendly
Claims of sustainability

Encouraging throw-away culture
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[PR CHALLENGES

Compostable plastics are different from any other plastics:

New on the market

Home compostable plastics do not require collection
Collected together with organic waste

No post-consumer recycled material

Infrastructure investment
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